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other natural or man-made depression 
and the covering with soil or other 
suitable material at the end of each op-
erating day such that the wastes do not 
migrate to the surface. 

[44 FR 53460, Sept. 13, 1979; 44 FR 54708, Sept. 
21, 1979] 

§ 257.3–7 Air. 

(a) The facility or practice shall not 
engage in open burning of residential, 
commercial, institutional or industrial 
solid waste. This requirement does not 
apply to infrequent burning of agricul-
tural wastes in the field, silvicultural 
wastes for forest management pur-
poses, land-clearing debris, diseased 
trees, debris from emergency clean-up 
operations, and ordnance. 

(b) For purposes of section 4004(a) of 
the Act, the facility shall not violate 
applicable requirements developed 
under a State Implementation Plan 
(SIP) approved or promulgated by the 
Administrator pursuant to section 110 
of the Clean Air Act, as amended. 

(c) As used in this section ‘‘open 
burning’’ means the combustion of 
solid waste without (1) control of com-
bustion air to maintain adequate tem-
perature for efficient combustion, (2) 
containment of the combustion reac-
tion in an enclosed device to provide 
sufficient residence time and mixing 
for complete combustion, and (3) con-
trol of the emission of the combustion 
products. 

[44 FR 53460, Sept. 13, 1979; 44 FR 54708, Sept. 
21, 1979, as amended at 46 FR 47052, Sept. 23, 
1981] 

§ 257.3–8 Safety. 

(a) Explosive gases. The concentration 
of explosive gases generated by the fa-
cility or practice shall not exceed: 

(1) Twenty-five percent (25%) of the 
lower explosive limit for the gases in 
facility structures (excluding gas con-
trol or recovery system components); 
and 

(2) The lower explosive limit for the 
gases at the property boundary. 

(b) Fires. A facility or practice shall 
not pose a hazard to the safety of per-
sons or property from fires. This may 
be accomplished through compliance 
with § 257.3–7 and through the periodic 

application of cover material or other 
techniques as appropriate. 

(c) Bird hazards to aircraft. A facility 
or practice disposing of putrescible 
wastes that may attract birds and 
which occurs within 10,000 feet (3,048 
meters) of any airport runway used by 
turbojet aircraft or within 5,000 feet 
(1,524 meters) of any airport runway 
used by only piston-type aircraft shall 
not pose a bird hazard to aircraft. 

(d) Access. A facility or practice shall 
not allow uncontrolled public access so 
as to expose the public to potential 
health and safety hazards at the dis-
posal site. 

(e) As used in this section: 
(1) Airport means public-use airport 

open to the public without prior per-
mission and without restrictions with-
in the physical capacities of available 
facilities. 

(2) Bird hazard means an increase in 
the likelihood of bird/aircraft collisions 
that may cause damage to the aircraft 
or injury to its occupants. 

(3) Explosive gas means methane 
(CH4). 

(4) Facility structures means any 
buildings and sheds or utility or drain-
age lines on the facility. 

(5) Lower explosive limit means the 
lowest percent by volume of a mixture 
of explosive gases which will propagate 
a flame in air at 25 °C and atmospheric 
pressure. 

(6) Periodic application of cover mate-
rial means the application and compac-
tion of soil or other suitable material 
over disposed solid waste at the end of 
each operating day or at such fre-
quencies and in such a manner as to re-
duce the risk of fire and to impede dis-
ease vectors’ access to the waste. 

(7) Putrescible wastes means solid 
waste which contains organic matter 
capable of being decomposed by micro-
organisms and of such a character and 
proportion as to be capable of attract-
ing or providing food for birds. 

§ 257.4 Effective date. 

These criteria become effective Octo-
ber 15, 1979. 
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